b; | TO THE 


RIGHI HONOUR 
THE LORDS AND COM 
ASSEMBLED INPARLIAMENT. 

The humble Petition of many ofthe Gentry, Miniſters,Free-holders, and other Inha- 


birants of theCornty of Kent, and the Cities of Canterbury and Rocheſter, and County of Canterbury, wich 
the Cinque Ports, and their members, and other Corporations within the faid County, 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, 


— 


with thoſe of the renowned City of London,and other ſeverall Counties of this Kingdome, expreſſing their true zeale 
_ to true Religion in the pure worſhip of God, and their loving affe&tions to the Kings moſt excellent Majeſty, both 
13 Houſes, and the Kingdomes : That your poore Petitioners doe with all humility neeFrax. oh utmoſt rhankes unto this Ho- 
y [ (27 hes, { nourable Aſſembly, tor your favourable and gentle acceprance of their Petition, your great care and vigilancy, and uncel- 
Hay fant labours for the advancement of the true reformed Religion, the Honor and welfare of his Majeſty,and his Kingdomes, 
E 4 « and for your continued endeayours for a right underſtanding berweene his Majeſty,and his Parliament , for your inſtant ad- 
k © ,{ © dreſſeto his Majeſty, to difſwade him from his perſonall Expedition for Ireland, and eſpecially for that to us ſo welcome 
(C GA Declaration of Lords and Commons, April 9. 1642. concerning your piqus intentions tor a neceſſary Reformation, which 
of renewes our hopes, and we hope will further your account in the day of the Lord, who are come up 25 Saviours'on Monnt + 
4 Sion, and that your Pericioners doe moſt heartily rejoyce to behold the happy union of both Houſes of Parliament, and the * 
wu mat mrevall concurrence of them and the whole Kingdome,wherein under his Majeſty, the ſafety of all the three Kingdomes 
4 OM o doe conliſt. | . 


Yer yorr Petiticne1s cannot brt plainly expreſſe with what ſad hearts they rhinke on the many evill occurrents which in- 
rerrupt your unparalelled paines, and intercept the fruit of your faithfull Counſels, from us among which this is not the leaſt 
{v1z.) a Perition (as we conceiv*) of dangerors conſequence, and publiſhed ar the laſt generall Aﬀſes holden for this Coun- 
ry at Maidſtone, and then {yea, yet) advanced for ſubſcribers, intended to be exhibired ro this Honourable Houſe, as the 
Petition of the whole body of this County, to cauſe the whole Kingdom to beleeve thar Petition to be the a& of the whole 
County of Kent{or the major part thereof ) whereby a grear blemiſh and ſcandall is brought upon this loyall and peaceable 
County, being ſtyled the Kentiſh Petition, which we know is notthe a& of the body of the County, as it ſcemeth to ſpeak, 
for 25 much as it was diſavowed by many of the then grand Jury, and Juſtices onthe Bench,and by all us your Petitioners, 

whoſe names are under-written. 


1. Wherefore our humble prayer is, that your Honours would be pleaſed firſt ro accept this our. Vindication 
of our ſelves and this County, who utterly diſclaime the ſaid Petition, humbly leaving ir ro the Wiſdome, Ju- 
ſtice and Clemency of this Honourable Aſſembly,ro difference berweene the active contrivers and promoters, 
and unadviſed ſubſcribers thereof. 


| 2. To lift up your hearts above all diſcouragements in the wayes of the Lord, ncceoming rothar your ſoreligi- 

ous reſolutions for Reformation in the Church, for a Conſultation with godly and leatned Divines, and for 

eſtabliſhing ofa Preaching Miniſtry throughout the whole Kingdome : And we your Petitioners or. £50 

E | that to oppoſe or ſlight his Majeſties Parliament, and the orders thereof, were to hazzard the fafery of his Maje- 

| ; ſties Royall perſon, and all his Kingdomes, and to further the deſignes of our enemies, who hope by cauſing our 
diviſion, to triumph in our confuſion. 


And we your Petitioners are-unanimouſly reſolved to maintaine and defend, as far as lawfully we 

a with our lives, power and eſtates, his Majeſties Royall perſon and dignitics, as alſo the power 
and priviledges of his Parliament, according to our Proteſtation. 
And ſhall daily pray that your hands may be ſufficient for you to accompliſh every good worke. 


This Petition was delivered, and read in the Houſe of Commons the fifth of May, 1642. with 8000. hands thereto. 


London printed for William Larnar. 16 4. 2. 


Hart your Petitioners, or many of them have heretofore exhibited to both Houſes of Parliament a Petition concurring. . F 


